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Land Acknowledgement

This land is the ancestral and unceded territory of 
the Algonquin Anishinaabe Nation. We are 

grateful to the Algonquin ancestors who cared for 
the land and water in order that we might meet 

here today. We are also grateful to the Algonquin 
People for their contribution in the making of the 

Rideau Canal which runs through Smiths Falls.

The Town of Smiths Falls recognizes with gratitude 
the knowledge and contributions that the 

Algonquin Peoples bring to the Municipality of 
Smiths Falls. Today, Smiths Falls is also home to 

other Indigenous people from across Turtle Island.



Project Team

• Rory Baksh, RPP
Project Manager/Partner

• Martina Braunstein
Senior Landscape Professional

• Ish Chowdhury 
Project Planner

• Angel Bancale 
Landscape Planner

Project Outline
• Project Purpose

• Project Progress

• Recap of Emerging Findings
o Yard Naturalization

o Quality of Housing

• Walk-Through of
Draft By-law Updates

• Q&A Session

• Moving Forward

Agenda
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Please stay on mute when not speaking.

Use the raised hand function located in the menu bar to 
ask a question or provide a comment.

Please direct your insights To: Everyone. 

If you are on the phone, press *6 to raise your hand.

Staff in the background will answer chat questions.

There will be a dedicated Q&A session at the end of the 
presentation to address your questions and comments. 

This meeting is being recorded and will be posted on 
the project website at:

https://speakupsmithsfalls.com 

Please be respectful – everyone deserves to be heard 
and be mindful that there will be differences in opinion; 
we feel it is valuable to hear other perspectives.

Housekeeping & Guidelines

If you wish to ask a question or comment, 
please click on the reaction button at the 
bottom menu bar, and click “Raise Hand”

We encourage you to turn on your cameras 
but do ask to stay on mute when you are not 

speaking. You can find this button on the 
bottom right of your screen.

To ask a question or comment in the chat, 
simply press the chat button in the menu bar, 

and address to everyone.
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• The Town identified these two priorities 

as part of a “refresh” of its Property 

Standards By-law (last amended in 

2015).

• Two part update:

(i) Naturalization of Yards; and, 

(ii) Quality of Housing.

A challenge with property standards 
across Ontario is that they have not kept 
up with a trend towards naturalized yards.

Municipalities across Ontario are also 
facing an on-going pressure to intervene 
on matters of housing quality through by-
law enforcement.  Housing is one of 
Council’s priorities this term and a review 
of property standards was recommended 
by the Housing Task Force.

Project Purpose
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• Exploring naturalized yards as an 
alternative to cultivated lawns
o Can support biodiversity

o Viewed by some as more environmentally-
friendly

• Through the naturalization of yards, 
opportunities for these landscaping 
approaches and coordination with the 
Yard By-law are being considered

Part 1: Yard Naturalization

From both an aesthetics and plant species 
perspective, these landscape treatments 
may conflict with traditional property 
standards in a by-law, even though yard 
naturalization may be desirable from a 
sustainability perspective. 

Project Purpose
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• Property standards by-laws have 
advanced beyond their original purpose 
to deter dilapidated buildings, and now 
speak to a wide range of maintenance 
issues

• With Quality of Housing, reasonable 
standards will be established that fall 
within the Town’s capacity and is not 
discriminatory between renters and 
owners

Part 2: Housing Quality

More and more Ontario municipalities are 
stepping in to address this need. 

Example: The Landlord and Tenant Board 
is inundated with significant issues and it 
is challenging for “minor” issues to be 
handled.

Project Purpose
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Project Progress
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Project Progress

Council passed a resolution to update the Town’s 
current Property Standards By-law to consider the 

naturalization of yards.  

Jurisdictional scan of Property 
Standards and Yard By-laws Background review and research 

of supplementary materials, 
resources, and tools

Public survey to collect 
community feedback

Presentation to the Committee of 
the Whole

Preparation of supplementary Yard 
By-law brochure

Preparation of draft Property 
Standards and Yard By-lawsPublic meeting to review and 

comment on Draft Property 
Standards and Yard By-law update

Review public comments and 
finalize draft By-laws for Council

Phase 1: Research

Phase 2: 
Prepare/Consult

Phase 3:
Adopt

We are here
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Recap of Emerging Findings |
Part 1, Yard Naturalization
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Recap of Emerging Findings | Yard Naturalization 

• Municipal approaches to promoting yards 
naturalization vary widely:

o Some provided a comprehensive guide to selecting 
plant species and planning a naturalized garden (e.g., 
Guelph, Hamilton, Peterborough)

o Others explicitly defined what constitutes grass and 
listed prohibited plants (e.g., Toronto, Mississauga)

• Municipalities have emphasized the importance of 

upholding basic maintenance standards, such as: 

o Cutting grass

o Removing garbage

o Controlling noxious weeds

• Two distinct by-laws appears to be the modern 

approach to yards and property standards, and is 

best understood when considering the enabling 

legislation

• Property standards:

Section 15.1 of the Ontario Building Code Act

• Yards:

A by-law under the Municipal Act

• Smiths Falls does not need to specifically address 

urban agriculture in its by-laws, but should not 

deter it
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• The Town of Smiths Falls should create a 

user-friendly brochure to guide residents 

that a naturalizing their yards
• Some municipalities have developed 

supporting material to encourage and 
educate citizens on yards 
naturalization/property standards.  

• These resource materials provide a 
user-friendly method of communicating 
the expectations in the by-law(s).  

• These materials also help by-law officials 
when investigating a complaint.

Emerging Findings | Supplementary Guides
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Focus property standards on 
minimum maintenance 
requirements

Provide a comprehensive section 
in the Yard By-law on 
naturalization

• Other municipalities have moved 
towards this direction

• Yard naturalization is expected to 
become more common in Smiths Falls, 
following the broader trend

Direction | Yard Naturalization
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Recap of Emerging Findings |
Part 2, Quality of Housing
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The Town of Smiths Falls should update 
property standards to encompass 
emerging issues of housing quality

• Case law reminder: can not discriminate 
between owners and renters in the 
application of the by-law

• A number of municipalities address 

emerging issues of housing quality:

o Hamilton’s by-law is so specific that “one rat 

or mouse” constitutes an infestation

o Brampton addresses mould and mildew

o Peterborough, Ottawa, and Mississauga by-

laws address snow removal

Recap of Emerging Findings/Direction | Quality of Housing
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Walk-Through of the
Draft By-laws
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Part 1: Yard By-law

Overall: 

Yards matters moved into the Yard By-law

• Yard By-law under the Municipal Act: improves 
flexibility

New By-law (old by-law being repealed) 
makes it easier to understand the entire by-
law

Walk-Through of the Draft By-laws

The Draft Yard By-law with the yard sections migrated 
from the Property Standards By-law.
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Walk-Through of the Draft By-laws

Part 1: Yard By-law

Supporting Naturalization:

Definitions:
“Naturalized Area” added

Section 5.1 and Schedule ‘A’:
Clarity added on what is a ‘weed’

Section 5.3:
Landscaping better defined as “trees, shrubs, 
ornamental grasses or flowers; decorative 
stonework, walkways or screening; any 
commercially-available horticultural or landscape 
architectural elements.”

Schedule A was developed after reviewing other municipalities 
that provided a table listing weeds.
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Walk-Through of the Draft By-laws

Part 1: Yard By-law

Avoiding/Resolving Concerns:

Section 5.1:
turfgrass and weeds no higher than “20 cm… from 
grade to the topmost growth”

Section 5.2:
“out of character with the surrounding 
environment”

Section 5.4:
“have the yard inspected by a Landscape Architect 
… and a written report giving details of the 
Landscape Architect’s findings be submitted to the 
Town.”
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Walk-Through of the Draft By-laws

Part 1: Yard By-law

General Good Maintenance:

Several sections:

 Do not hinder pedestrians on a public sidewalk

 Do not block sight lines at intersections, etc.

 No dirt spreading to neighbouring properties

 No dead or decayed trees causing an unsafe 
condition, or simply left to rot

 No unsafe walkways, driveways, and parking spaces

 No ponding of stormwater, improperly graded land

 No “unsanitary, unhealthy, or dangerous” 
conditions
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Part 2: Property Standards By-law

Overall:

Better focused on health and safety

New By-law (old by-law being repealed) makes 
it easier to understand the entire by-law

Reorganized to improve usability

• The Property Standards By-law was already quite 
comprehensive

Walk-Through of the Draft By-laws
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Part 2: Property Standards By-law

Addressing Issues:

Section 6(5):
Mold cleaning: “shall be immediately cleaned 
and removed”

Section 6(11):
Vermin prevention: “kept free of vermin at all 
times”

Sections 9(14) and 22(16):
“kept free from accumulations of ice and/or 
snow that create a hazard”

Walk-Through of the Draft By-laws
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Part 2: Property Standards By-law

General Good Repair:

Section 16(1):
Kitchen cupboards and cabinets in good repair

Section 16(2):
Appliances in good repair

Sections 23(11) :
Catch basins free of obstructions

Walk-Through of the Draft By-laws
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Q&A
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Please stay on mute when not speaking.  Use the raised 
hand function located in the menu bar to ask a question 
or provide a comment.

Please keep to one question/comment to allow 
everyone an opportunity to speak.

Please direct your insights To: Everyone. 

If you are on the phone, press *6 to raise your hand.

Staff in the background will answer chat questions.

This meeting is being recorded and will be posted on 
the project website at:

https://speakupsmithsfalls.com 

Please be respectful – everyone deserves to be heard 
and be mindful that there will be differences in opinion; 
we feel it is valuable to hear other perspectives.

Q&A

If you wish to ask a question or comment, 
please click on the reaction button at the 
bottom menu bar, and click “Raise Hand”

We encourage you to turn on your cameras 
but do ask to stay on mute when you are not 

speaking. You can find this button on the 
bottom right of your screen.

To ask a question or comment in the chat, 
simply press the chat button in the menu bar, 

and address to everyone.
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• Consider comments from the public 
meeting and refine the Draft Property 
Standards By-law and Draft Yard By-law

• Prepare Draft of Yards Naturalization 
Brochure to work in tandem with the 
Yard By-law

• Submit the refined Draft By-laws for 
Council adoption

Moving Forward
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Closing & Thank You

All are welcome to submit their comments after the meeting to the Clerk’s Office.  
Please note that all comments or questions received will be part of public record.  
The Town may also be contacted through mail, phone, or email as shown below:

Town of Smiths Falls, 77 Beckwith St. N., Smiths Falls, ON, K7A 2B8
613-283-4124, 1-888-983-4124, info@smithsfalls.ca
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